
into depth in areas which commonly cause the most problems or raise the most

questions. As a result, this reference will also be extremely useful to sailors

serving as judges on a protest committee. The most useful appeals and cases

are quoted or referenced with the discussion of each rule; and each discussion

goes into sufficient depth to provide the answers or at least the guidelines to

resolve most protests or questions which come up. Both competitors and judges

will find the extensive use and reference to the appeals and cases very useful

and timesaving when they are either lodging a protest or trying to resolve one

in the hearing.

NOTE: At the time this book was published, World Sailing had not yet

completed their revisions of their Case Book; therefore the quotes from the

cases may not be 100% accurate. I expect that the substance of the interpre-

tations are accurate, but encourage you to double-check the actual cases. You

can find both the Appeals and the Case books at: ussailing.org/competition/

rules-offiating/appeals. 

I wish to point out that my opinions expressed in this book are my personal

opinions, and not those of the US Sailing Appeals Committee of which I am a

member.

It is nearly impossible to race sailboats without getting involved in some

rules-related situations, whether it’s in a crowded mark rounding, a protest

hearing, a measurement problem, or an appeal. It is my hope that this book,

which blends the rules and the appeals and cases together, will answer most of

your rules questions and expand your knowledge and awareness of what is in

the US Sailing Appeals and World Sailing Cases so that you can continue to

satisfy your own rules curiosity into the future, and feel confident that you in

fact do understand the rules yourself.

This book will be published every four years with the revisions of The Racing

Rules of Sailing. As it is my goal to provide a useful and accurate reference for

all sailors, I welcome your comments and suggestions concerning improvements

and inaccuracies. Please send them to my attention by May 1, 2028, or sooner

at: 239 Barberry Road, Southport, CT 06890.

And now, enjoy your understanding of the rules!

Good Sailing, 

Dave Perry
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and it would be considered unsportsmanlike to protest in this situation (see

rule 2, Fair Sailing).

R U L E S  1 1  A N D  1 2  —  O N  T H E  S A M E  T A C K

Rules 11 and 12 are the basic rules for boats on the same tack. When boats

are on the same tack they can either be overlapped or not overlapped. If they

are overlapped, they are either a windward boat or a leeward boat. If they are

not overlapped, they are either clear ahead or clear astern. See the discussion

of the definition Clear Astern and Clear Ahead; Overlap.

R U L E  1 1  —  O N  T H E  S A M E  T A C K ,  O V E R L A P P E D

When boats are on the same tack and overlapped, a windward boat shall

keep clear of a leeward boat.

When boats on the same tack are overlapped, rule 11 applies. When boats

are on much different angles of sail, it is often difficult to know which is the

leeward boat. The boat that will hit the other’s leeward side or be hit on her

own windward side is the leeward boat. As a good rule of thumb, the boat

that is on the point of sail closer to the wind is typically the leeward boat; i.e.,

between a boat sailing downwind and a boat sailing close-hauled, the close-

hauled boat is usually the leeward boat.

“I realize that when I’m the windward boat I have to keep clear of the

leeward boat, but how far away do I need to stay?”

Far enough away so that while the leeward boat (L) is sailing on a straight
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In each situation, both boats are on the same tack. The white boat is the leeward boat and
the black boat must keep clear under rule 11.

line, you do not hit L or force L to take any avoiding action to miss you; e.g.,

have to change her course, ease her spinnaker pole forward or require any of

her crew to duck or move to avoid being hit.  

Furthermore, you need to be far enough away so that the leeward boat can

change course in both directions without immediately making contact with

you. If you allow yourself to get so close to L that she is physically unable to

change her course without immediately hitting you, you are not keeping clear

under the definition Keep Clear and are breaking rule 11. Note that the word

“if” in the second part of the definition suggests that L does not need to

actually hit you to prove she couldn’t change course without hitting you. If

the protest committee decides that L couldn’t change course without immediate

contact, then you have broken rule 11 simply by your extreme close proximity

to L. 

More importantly, anytime L cannot sail her course without a need to take

action to avoid you, you have not kept clear and have broken rule 11. There-

fore, you will be smart not to allow yourself to get so close that you will

possibly interfere with L in the least. Notice also that when L is head to wind,

it is quite possible that you will be required to go beyond head to wind (i.e.,

change tacks) in order to keep clear. If this is the case, you must do so. Also,

if you are converging with L and both of you are sailing on what you each

believe to be your proper course, rule 11 requires you to keep clear of L.    

R U L E  1 2  —  O N  T H E  S A M E  T A C K ,  N O T  O V E R L A P P E D

When boats are on the same tack and not overlapped, a boat clear astern

shall keep clear of a boat clear ahead.

In 1949 the rule read, “A yacht Overtaking another shall keep clear while she

is Clear Astern.” Now the rules only talk about boats that are clear ahead or

clear astern; the RRS do not use the term “overtaking.” However, the concept

is still the same. A boat, like a car on the road, coming up from behind another

boat on the same tack, must not hit her.

Rule 12 clearly identifies a boat or boats clear ahead as right-of-way boats,

therefore making them obstructions to boats coming up from behind (defin-

ition Obstruction). Case 41 reads, “While BW and BL are overtaking A, rule

12 requires both BL and BW to keep clear of A. Therefore, A is an obstruction

to both BL and BW.”
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