
into depth in areas which commonly cause the most problems or raise the most

questions. As a result, this reference will also be extremely useful to sailors

serving as judges on a protest committee. The most useful appeals and cases

are quoted or referenced with the discussion of each rule; and each discussion

goes into sufficient depth to provide the answers or at least the guidelines to

resolve most protests or questions which come up. Both competitors and judges

will find the extensive use and reference to the appeals and cases very useful

and timesaving when they are either lodging a protest or trying to resolve one

in the hearing.

NOTE: At the time this book was published, World Sailing had not yet

completed their revisions of their Case Book; therefore the quotes from the

cases may not be 100% accurate. I expect that the substance of the interpre-

tations are accurate, but encourage you to double-check the actual cases. You

can find both the Appeals and the Case books at: ussailing.org/competition/

rules-offiating/appeals. 

I wish to point out that my opinions expressed in this book are my personal

opinions, and not those of the US Sailing Appeals Committee of which I am a

member.

It is nearly impossible to race sailboats without getting involved in some

rules-related situations, whether it’s in a crowded mark rounding, a protest

hearing, a measurement problem, or an appeal. It is my hope that this book,

which blends the rules and the appeals and cases together, will answer most of

your rules questions and expand your knowledge and awareness of what is in

the US Sailing Appeals and World Sailing Cases so that you can continue to

satisfy your own rules curiosity into the future, and feel confident that you in

fact do understand the rules yourself.

This book will be published every four years with the revisions of The Racing

Rules of Sailing. As it is my goal to provide a useful and accurate reference for

all sailors, I welcome your comments and suggestions concerning improvements

and inaccuracies. Please send them to my attention by May 1, 2028, or sooner

at: 239 Barberry Road, Southport, CT 06890.

And now, enjoy your understanding of the rules!

Good Sailing, 

Dave Perry

1 2 U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  R A C I N G  R U L E S  O F  S A I L I N G  T H R O U G H  2 0 2 8

Also notice that you must keep your flag displayed until you are no longer

racing; i.e., until you have finished and cleared the finishing line and marks

or retired. If your flag blows off your shroud while you are still racing, you

can’t protest. My advice is to devise a good system and carry a spare. If your

incident occurs so close to the finishing line that the first reasonable oppor-

tunity to display the flag doesn’t occur until after you are no longer racing,

you still need to display your flag because the incident occurred “in the racing

area.” Though often not required, it is prudent to ensure that the race commit -

tee sees that you have displayed your flag.

“If the race or protest committee is going to protest me, do they have to

hail ‘Protest’ at the time of the incident as well?”

No. If the incident they observe occurs in the racing area, they need to inform

you of their intention to protest you after the race and within the time limit

for lodging protests, and they need to deliver their written protest to the race

office within that time limit as well. If the incident does not occur in the racing

area, then they need to inform you at the first reasonable opportunity, and

deliver their protest within two hours of learning of the possible rules breach

(see rules 60.2, Intention to Protest, and 60.3, Delivering a Protest). 

R U L E  6 0 . 3  —  D E L I V E R I N G  A  P R O T E S T

(a) When delivered, a protest shall be in writing and identify the protestor,

the protestee, and the incident. 

(b) A protest shall be delivered to the race office (or by such other method as

stated in the sailing instructions) within the protest time limit unless the

protest committee decides there is good reason to extend the time. The

protest time limit is 

(1) for protests about an incident observed in the racing area, two hours

after the last boat in the race finishes, or 

(2) for other protests, two hours after the relevant information is available

to the protestor. 

However, if the sailing instructions state a different protest time limit, then

that time limit applies instead.

Rule 60.3 clearly lists the details about the protest. Notice that the protest must

be in writing. Also notice that the only details that must be included in order
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for the protest to be valid is a description of the incident itself, and who the

protestor and protestee are. Therefore, be sure you clearly identify the incident

and who is involved in your protest.

Notice that the first place to look for the time limit for delivering a protest

is the sailing instructions. If the sailing instructions are silent, then the default

time limit in rule 60.3(b)(1) is “two hours after the last boat in the race fin-

ishes.” Also notice that the protest committee can extend the time limit is there

is a good reason to do so. This may be useful to you if you have made every

reasonable effort to deliver your protest in time but were unable to do so for

good reason.

R U L E  6 1  —  R E D R E S S  

R U L E  6 1 . 1  R E Q U E S T I N G  O R  C O N S I D E R I N G  R E D R E S S

(a) A boat may request redress. 

(b) The race committee or the technical committee may request redress for a

boat. 

(c) The protest committee may call a hearing to consider redress for a boat. 

R U L E  6 1 . 2  R E Q U E S T S  F O R  R E D R E S S  

(a) A request for redress shall be in writing and identify the reason for making

it. 

(b) A request shall be delivered to the race office (or by such other method

as stated in the sailing instructions): 

(1) if it is based on an incident in the racing area, within the protest time

limit or two hours after the incident (whichever is later), 

(2) if it is based on a protest committee decision on the last scheduled day

of racing, no later than 30 minutes after the decision was posted, or 

(3) for all other requests, as soon as reasonably possible after the relevant

information is available. 

However, the protest committee shall extend the time if there is good reason

to do so.

R U L E  6 1 . 3  I N V A L I D  R E Q U E S T S  

A request for redress is invalid if it does not comply with rule 61.2. 
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