
by your participation in the race, they have agreed to accept the rules, and

that you can be penalized if they break any of the rules (see the discussion in

the definition Support Person).

R U L E  5  —  R U L E S  G O V E R N I N G  
O R G A N I Z I N G  A U T H O R I T I E S  A N D  O F F I C I A L S

The organizing authority, a committee and other race officials shall be gov-

erned by the rules in the conduct and judging of the event.

Note the use of the term “event.” This reminds organizers and race officials

that they must comply with all the rules for organizing and officiating the

event (not just the racing), including any appropriate World Sailing Codes (see

the definition Rule(b)).

R U L E  6  —  W O R L D  S A I L I N G  R E G U L A T I O N S

R U L E  6 . 1  

Each competitor, boat owner and support person shall comply with the World

Sailing Regulations that have been designated by World Sailing as having the

status of a rule. These regulations as of 30 June 2024 are the World Sailing:

• Advertising Code

• Anti-Doping Code

• Code of Ethics

• Eligibility Code

• Sailor Categorization Code

R U L E  6 . 2  

The rules of Part 5 do not apply unless protests are permitted in the Regulation

alleged to have been broken.

From the Introduction to The Racing Rules of Sailing, “the [World Sailing]

Regulations are referred to in the definition Rule and in rule 6, but they are

not included in the book because they can be changed at any time. The most

recent versions of the Regulations are published on the World Sailing website;

new versions will be announced through national authorities.”

World Sailing Regulations can be found at: https://www.sailing.org/inside-

world-sailing/rules-regulations/constitution-regulations.
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into depth in areas which commonly cause the most problems or raise the most

questions. As a result, this reference will also be extremely useful to sailors

serving as judges on a protest committee. The most useful appeals and cases

are quoted or referenced with the discussion of each rule; and each discussion

goes into sufficient depth to provide the answers or at least the guidelines to

resolve most protests or questions which come up. Both competitors and judges

will find the extensive use and reference to the appeals and cases very useful

and timesaving when they are either lodging a protest or trying to resolve one

in the hearing.

NOTE: At the time this book was published, World Sailing had not yet

completed their revisions of their Case Book; therefore the quotes from the

cases may not be 100% accurate. I expect that the substance of the interpre-

tations are accurate, but encourage you to double-check the actual cases. You

can find both the Appeals and the Case books at: ussailing.org/competition/

rules-offiating/appeals. 

I wish to point out that my opinions expressed in this book are my personal

opinions, and not those of the US Sailing Appeals Committee of which I am a

member.

It is nearly impossible to race sailboats without getting involved in some

rules-related situations, whether it’s in a crowded mark rounding, a protest

hearing, a measurement problem, or an appeal. It is my hope that this book,

which blends the rules and the appeals and cases together, will answer most of

your rules questions and expand your knowledge and awareness of what is in

the US Sailing Appeals and World Sailing Cases so that you can continue to

satisfy your own rules curiosity into the future, and feel confident that you in

fact do understand the rules yourself.

This book will be published every four years with the revisions of The Racing

Rules of Sailing. As it is my goal to provide a useful and accurate reference for

all sailors, I welcome your comments and suggestions concerning improvements

and inaccuracies. Please send them to my attention by May 1, 2028, or sooner

at: 239 Barberry Road, Southport, CT 06890.

And now, enjoy your understanding of the rules!

Good Sailing, 

Dave Perry
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Note, the World Sailing Regulations that have the status of “rules” rank as

a rule (see the definition Rule), and sailors, support persons or race organizers

and race officials who break those rules are subject to appropriate penalty or

discipline. For instance, all competitors whether Olympic-bound or not, are

prudent to recognize that the use of banned drugs is prohibited in sailing, as

is betting.

Also note, rule 60.4(a)(3) (Protest Validity) states, “A protest is invalid as

far as it alleges a breach of rule 69 or a Regulation referred to in rule 6, unless

permitted by the Regulation concerned.”


