
U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E R A C I N G R U L E S O F S A I L I N G T H R O U G H 2 0 2 8

C O N T I N U I N G O B S T R U C T I O N

An obstruction is a continuing obstruction when the boat with the shortest 
hull referred to in the rule using the term will pass alongside it for at least 
three of her hull lengths. However, the following are not a continuing 

obstruc -tion: a vessel under way, a boat racing, or a race committee vessel 

that is also a mark.

A “continuing obstruction” is an obstruction that boats will be sailing 

along-side for more than a brief moment. For instance, a shoreline or 

breakwater that boats will be sailing along is a “continuing obstruction,” 

whereas a moored boat or race committee boat that gets sailed by in just a 

few seconds is not a “continuing obstruction.” The test for whether an 

obstruction is a “continuing obstruction” is whether the shortest of the 

boats in the incident will be passing the obstruction for at least three of her 
hull lengths. Note that a vessel under way, including a boat racing, is never a 

“continuing obstruction.” Similarly, a race committee vessel that is also a 

mark is not a “continuing obstruction.”
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